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THE UNEXPECTED GIFT
Written By: Harry Gribnitz

I have never been very good at remembering Birthdays, Anniversaries and some of the other more 
obscure Holidays on the calendar. I love giving or receiving presents, but often have a problem on 
the standard gift giving occasions. It just seems that one more Birthday present just doesn’t seem 
that special. Have you every watch someone opening a stack of Birthday presents. After they open 
the first beautifully wrapped gift, they quickly set it aside to see what else they received. 

However, I love giving or receiving the unexpected gift. The gift given just because you were 
thinking of that special person and found something they would really enjoy. This is when it truly is 
the thought that counts. 

1. The flowers delivered to the office just because he was thinking of you. (Ladies, even though 
most guys don’t admit it, we love receiving them just as much as you do!) 2. The new CD from last 
week’s concert or from your favorite artist, just because he saw it on display and knew you would 
enjoy it. 3. The Big Mac brought back by a co-worker when you had to work through lunch. 4. The 
hand made Christmas ornaments I receive from my friend Laurie (often in summer). 5. The friend, 
spouse, or child that brings you a cold drink, while you are out mowing the lawn. 6. The poem, 
written by that special person in your life. 7. The Snoopy pencils. 8. The Mickey Mouse “stuff”. 9. 
The book your sister would love. 10. The concert tickets for Brittany Spears or The Eagles. 11. 
Sharing your Snickers. If any of these ideas have inspired you, but you feel a little challenged 
creatively or financially. I’ve arranged for a little help. We all can’t have Laurie’s creativity or the 
poet’s soul. Remember it’s the thought that counts. 

Alpine Floral & Gifts has been my florist for almost ten years. They have always helped with just 
the right flowers or planter. They were even the masterminds behind the delivery of the two dozen 
Yellow Roses to my friend Brenda in Houston. Years later, Brenda still has the picture on her desk. 
Give Debbie or Lori a call at Alpine Floral (784-5950) and see what memory they can help you 
create. 

Recently, I found another great place for surprise gifts, Cookies by Design. Words can’t properly 
describe the creativity they pour into their cookie bouquets. Check out their website, 
www.cookiesbydesign.com or give Jennifer a call (364-9787) to see what special surprise she can 
help you create. They are also delicious!!!! 

Thanks, 

Harry Gribnitz
Your Home Loan Specialist for Life! 

PS: Thank you for your support of my business by continuing to refer friends, relatives and co-
workers.


